.
If the Maoris were more susceptible they would have been wiped out by the overcrowding: [Jan., 1948 imposed on them by western civilization. In fact they must be less susceptible.
Immunization with BCG.
(1) Discouragement (Taylor, 1918; Indra Jit, 1946) . Further, the disease when it occurs tends to remain mild, local and limited (Soparkar, 1925) , suggesting a natural resistance. That is why 101 specimens of milk from tuberculin-positive animals were negative bacteriologically at Amritsar (Mallick, Aggarwal and Dua, 1942) and not a single case of bovine origin was found in 60 cases of surgical tuberculosis in Calcutta (Ukil, 1933) . Further still, the earliest description of tuberculosis in animals is to be found in the Indian elephant (Iyer, quoted by Francis, 1947 Indian rabbits and guinea-pigs resist local strains and also specially imported western strains much more than the western animals.
The soil is inimical to the spread of the disease.
An account appears elsewhere in this issue (Goyal, 1948, p. 35 (Macnalty, 1944 Immunization of the tuberculin-negative population, in the foci of industry particularly, will also help, as has been advocated elsewhere in this issue [Lai (1948) (Hill, 1948) . The disease is waning in its cycle. There is no justification for pessimism even with the exchange of populations and proposed expansion of industry in the country. An epidemic of tuberculosis in India will remain confined to the nightmares of the pessimistically inclined epidemiologist.
